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III.  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act, 
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To  the  Ramsbottom  Urban  District  Council. 


The  Annual  Report 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1925. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen. 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  acceptance  my 
report  for  the  year  1925.  By  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  on 
this  occasion  it  is  a  survey  report  to  cover  five  years,  as  distinguished 
from  the  ordinary  report  which  heretofore  annually  has  been  pres¬ 
ented  to  you.  This  is  the  first  time  a  survey  report  has  been  called 
for,  and  the  intention  of  the  Minister  of  Health  is  to  call  for  one 
every  quinquennium. 

The  advantages  of  a  survey  report  will  be  considerable,  for 
besides  facilitating  references  and  comparisons,  it  will  provide  a 
perspective  of  progress,  up  or  down,  of  Public  Health  affairs  not 
otherwise  obtainable.  In  addition  to  a  statistical  review,  more 
detailed  information  than  is  requisite  for  an  ordinary  report  is  asked 
for,  so  that  the  report  on  this  occasion  is  a  good  bit  larger  than  usual, 
but  I  trust  that  nevertheless  you  may  find  it  interesting. 
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I.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Births  in  1925 

233 

I IO 

123 

Deaths  in  1925 

205 

96 

109 

Per  1000  of 

population 

Me  m  of  five  years  Birth-rati 

Daah-rat  e 

Death-rate 

from 

T  uberculosis 
of 

Respiratory 

System 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under 

1  year 
to 

icoo  births 

1895—1899 

23-0 

>4o 

i  - 1 6 

*37 

1900 — 1904 

21-2 

r5‘3 

I-43 

120 

1905—1909 

19-0 

14-0 

1-21 

I  IO 

1910 — 1914 

17-4 

H‘2 

0-99 

109 

1915 — 1919 

13-5 

15-0 

o-88 

85 

1920 — 1924 

i5'9 

12-8 

072 

8l 

Year  1924 

I5‘3 

1 3'5 

0-65 

72 

Year  1925 

153 

T3’4 

0-46 

60 

Increase  or  decrease 

in  1925  on  mean  of 

5  years,  1920 — 1924- 

—  06 

x  o-6 

— 0-26 

— 21 

1925 

Nil 

— o-i 

— 0-19 

— 12 

i8'3 


75 


England  and  Wales 

1925 


I  2'2 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 
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One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  died  from  Encephalitis  Lethargica  in  Hospital,  and  was  not  notified  as  such. 


TABLE  OF  MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1925. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres 
Population  (Census  1921) 

Population  (estimated  for  1925) 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921) 

No.  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921) 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


6423 

15381 


15210 

3980 

3930 


£  96437 

^■350 


Ramsbottom  Urban  District  is  situated  twelve  miles  north  of 
Manchester,  and  extends  from  the  County  Borough  of  Bury  on  the 
south  to  the  Municipal  Boroughs  of  Haslingden  and  Rawtenstall  on 
the  north,  a  distance  of  about  four  miles.  The  river  Irwell  runs 
through  the  middle  of  the  district,  and  crossing  and  re-crossing  the 
river  in  its  course  runs  the  railway  line  from  Manchester  to  Bacup, 
Accrington  and  Burnley,  On  either  side  of  the  river,  which  is  itself 
nearly  400  feet  above  sea  level,  the  ground  gradually  rises  until  in 
some  places  it  attains  a  height  of  1200  feet  above  sea  level.  The 
width  of  the  district  across  this  valley  varies  from  about  one  to  three 
miles,  and  from  the  north-east  corner  a  strip  of  land  about  half-a- 
mile  wide  projects  eastwards  some  two  miles  farther  to  the  Norden 
Urban  District. 

In  addition  to  Ramsbottom  itself,  which  roughly  is  near  the 
centre  of  the  district,  there  are  several  villages — Edenfield,  Shuttle- 
worth,  Holcombe  and  Summerseat — and  some  hamlets  known  as 
Holcombe  Brook,  Nuttall,  Chatterton,  and  Strongstry. 

The  district  is  now  divided  into  five  wards,  an  additional  ward 
early  in  the  year  having  been  constituted  from  parts  of  East  and 
West  Wards  comprising  the  area  known  as  Summerseat.  These 
wards  are  Central,  North,  East,  South  and  West,  South  Ward  being 
the  additional  one.  Central  Ward  has  the  densest  population. 
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Extensive  moorlands  abound  over  the  hills  on  either  side  of  the 
valley,  which  for  those  energetic  enough  to  climb  the  rather  steep 
hillsides  afford  abundance  of  opportunity  for  extensive  views,  vigor¬ 
ous  exercise,  fresh  air  and  solitude.  Holcombe  Hill  on  the  west 
and  its  surroundings  is  the  prettier  and  more  popular  side,  and 
during  the  summer  months  thousands  of  visitors  come  here  to  picnic 
and  enjoy  themselves.  A  monument  to  Sir  Robert  Peel  stands  on 
Holcombe  Hill.  It  is  a  massive  stone  tower  of  about  150  feet  in 
height.  Across  the  valley  on  a  smaller  eminence  stands  Grants’ 
Tower.  Both  are  prominent  landmarks  for  miles  around. 

On  the  east  side  of  the  valley  Whittle  Pike  is  the  highest  point 
— over  1200  feet  above  sea  level.  A  curious  feature  here  is  a  seam 
of  coal  12  inches  to  18  inches  thick — and  mined — running  into  the 
side  of  the  hill  almost  at  a  dead  level  and  not  far  from  the  top. 
Across  the  valley  on  the  west  side,  at  least  a  mile  distant  as  the 
crow  flies,  and  at  a  somewhat  lower  level,  are  to  be  found  remnants 
of  a  thinner  seam  of  coal  which  in  point  of  origin  in  all  likelihood  is 
the  same  seam  as  that  on  the  east,  and  at  one  time  was  continuous 
with  it.  Meanwhile  the  whole  of  the  intervening  land  down  to  the 
level  of  the  river  some  600  or  700  feet  below,  has  by  sub-aerial 
agencies  been  scooped  out  and  swept  away  altogether. 

Standing  upon  Holcombe  Hill  and  surveying  the  eastern  pros¬ 
pect  which  in  remote  times  must  have  undergone  many  changes  of 
elevation,  what  interesting  speculations  we  can  entertain.  The  mind 
pictures  the  lagoon,  swamp,  forest  or  marsh  accumulating  the  organic 
matter  destined  to  the  formation  of  this  coal ;  the  subsequent  sub¬ 
mergence  and  burial  by  this  rock-forming  material  that  now  overlies 
it ;  then  the  gradual  elevation  to  its  present  height  above  sea  level, 
while  at  the  same  time  or  subsequently  erosion  and  denudation  are 
taking  place  to  form  the  valley.  The  last  glacial  period  in  all 
probability  was  responsible  for  most  of  the  erosion,  and  we  imagine 
a  large  glacier  exerting  a  concentrated  force,  grinding  and  carrying 
away  rock,  coal,  and  everything  down  to  a  depth  lower  than  the  level 
of  the  river  to-day.  That  this  is  no  idle  dream  is  confirmed  by  the 
latest  boulder  clay — the  debris  left  by  the  melting  ices  on  its  retreat 
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at  the  close  of  the  last  glacial  epoch — being  found  some  50  feet 
below  the  level  of  the  river  bed.  Truly  our  valley  is  of  much 
interest  to  a  contemplative  mind. 

The  chief  industrial  occupations  are  : — Cotton  and  Woollen 
Spinning  and  Weaving,  Bleaching,  Calico  Printing,  Dyeing.  There 
are  also  several  Engineering  works,  two  Paper  mil's,  two  Soap 
works,  and  one  Chemical  works.  Extensive  quarrying  takes  place 
on  the  hillsides  of  millstone  grit,  which  is  used  for  building,  road 
material,  paving,  and  in  the  making  of  cement  blocks. 

Playing  fields  have  now  been  or  are  about  to  be  secured  for 
each  ward,  where  children  can  in  safety  romp  and  play  to  their 
heart’s  content,  free  from  the  dangers  attendant  upon  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  these  necessary  functions  of  healthy  growth  on  the  streets. 
Besides,  a  fine  band  stand  in  the  east  ward  field  testifies  to  the 
manner  in  which  provision  for  the  entertainment  of  grown-ups  has 
not  been  neglected. 

The  chief  Agricultural  pursuits  are  milk  production  and  cattle 
rearing.  The  sides  of  the  valley  are  cultivated  principally  for  graz¬ 
ing  and  hay  making.  Now  and  then  are  to  be  seen  a  few  root  crops 
and  vegetables,  but  very  seldom  cereals — c  imatic  conditions  not 
being  considered  stable  enough  for  the  latter. 

Horticulture  amongst  the  inhabitants  is  a  popular  hobby,  and 
flowers  and  vegetables  in  such  profusion  and  quality  are  grown  as  to 
make  successful  several  flower  shows  annually. 

Poor  Law  Relief  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  last  five 
years  : — 
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1922 
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1923 
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II.  TABLE  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND 
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Deaths. 
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In  Table  I  (Vital  Statistics)  you  will  observe  that  the  birth  and 
death-rates  for  1924  and  1925  are  practically  equal  and  at  a  slight 
disadvantage  when  compared  with  those  for  the  years  1920 — 1924. 
The  Infant  mortality  rate  and  the  Phthisis  death-rate  show  a  steadily 
decreasing  tendency.  A  low  Infant  death-rate  accompanies  a  low 
birth-rate,  and  over  a  series  of  years  the  table  shows  a  decreasing 
birth-rate.  The  Phthisis  death-rate  tends  to  become  less  and  less, 
but  this  is  common  to  the  whole  country,  so  much  so  that  in  some 
quarters  it  has  been  described  as  the  disappearing  death-rate.  The 
case-rate  of  this  disease  is  also  declining,  and  since  no  thoroughly 
attested  cure  for  tuberculosis  has  yet  been  discovered,  the  good 
results  must  be  attributed  to  segregation  of  infectious  cases,  and  by 
reason  of  improved  methods  of  diagnosis,  the  treatment  of  cases  at 
an  earlier  stage  of  disease,  when  such  treatment  as  is  available  at 
present  has  a  much  better  chance  of  being  successful. 

Table  II  gives  the  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
and  the  deaths  therefrom  during  the  last  five  years  The  consider¬ 
able  increase  in  number  cf  notifications  for  1925  is  mainly  due  to 
scarlet  fever,  which  is  in  excess  of  any  of  the  years  under  review. 
There  was  evidence  in  certain  areas  of  return  cases  having  acted  as 
foci  in  spreading  it,  and  since  contact  is  the  most  common  form  of 
spreading  infection,  it  is  just  possible  that  a  fair  number  of  carriers 
exist  amongst  the  junior  population,  which  accounts  for  the  persist¬ 
ent  prevalence  of  the  disease. 

Fortunately,  severe  cases  have  not  been  many,  although  Dr. 
Morton,  Superintendent  of  the  Fever  Hospital,  informed  me  recently 
that  the  general  tendency  was  towards  a  more  severe  type.  A  vaccine 
has  lately  been  prepared  for  scarlet  fever — it  is  now  on  the  market 
— and  the  claims  for  it  are  such  that  if  they  be  substantiated,  scarlet 
fever  should  in  the  near  future  become  relatively  unimportant. 

Diphtheria.  Notifications,  22.  This  is  a  greater  number  than 
for  any  of  the  years  under  review.  Three  cases  occurred  in  one 
house  and  two  cases  in  each  of  other  three  houses,  but  as  the  houses 
were  far  apart,  no  connection  with  a  common  source  of  infection 
could  be  established.  All  other  cases  were  single. 
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Two  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  (sleepy  sickness)  were 
notified,  and  the  death  returns  give  three  deaths.  The  reason  for 
this  is  that  one  case  of  scarlet  fever  died  in  the  Fever  Hospital  from 
sleepy  sickness  and  was  not  notified  as  such. 

Reverting  to  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever,  let  me  say  a  word 
or  two  about  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests,  regarding  the  use  of  which 
locally  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  asks  for  information. 
The  Schick  test,  introduced  from  America  about  1921,  is  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  out  what  persons  in  any  group  are  susceptible  to 
Diphtheria,  and  it  has  been  found  to  be  of  decided  value  in  local 
outbreaks  of  Diphtheria  in  Schools  and  such  like  institutions.  The 
test  consists  of  injecting  intradermally  into  the  flexor  surface  of  the 
fore-arm  a  very  small  proportion  of  a  solution  of  Diphtheria  toxin. 
The  local  reaction  which  takes  place  in  the  skin  from  two  to  four 
days  thereafter  is  either  positive  or  negative.  Some  considerable 
experience  in  determining  the  quality  of  this  reaction  is  apparently 
essential.  Taking  a  School  outbreak  for  instance,  all  the  children 
are  tested.  The  negative  cases  are  left  alone — they  are  already 
immune — and  the  positive  cases  are  immunized  by  repeated  innocu- 
lations,  beginning  with  small  doses,  of  a  standardized  Diphtheria 
toxin — Antitoxin  mixture.  In  this  manner  the  outbreak  is  speedily 
stamped  out.  The  Dick  test  is  for  Scarlet  Fever,  and  the  procedure 
is  similar,  using  a  Scarlet  Fever  toxin. 


Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  the  case-rate  per 
1000  living  compared  with  England  and  Wales  for  1925  : — 


Cases  notified 

Case  rate 

Case  rate  per 

in 

per 

1000  living,  in 

district 

1000  living 

England  &  Wales 

Smallpox 

Nil 

Nil 

OT4 

Scarlet  Fever 

118 

775 

2-36 

Diphtheria 

22 

1-44 

1-23 

Enteric  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

0-07 

Puerperal  Fever 

2 

0-13 

...  o-o6 

Erysipelas 

...  2 

0-13 

0-39 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality.  1925. 

New  Cases  Deaths 


Age 

periods  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Fulmomry 


Years 

M 

F 

M  F 

M 

F 

M  F 

O — I 

1—5 

1 

I 

I 

5—10  ... 

10—15  ... 

I  I 

15—20  ... 

1 

2 

I 

20—25  ••• 

I 

I  I  ... 

I 

I 

25 — 35  ••• 

2 

I 

I 

35—45  ••• 

2 

I 

45  55  ••• 

1 

1 

I 

55—65  ••• 

I 

Over  65... 

I 

2 

7 

5 

3  4 

3 

4 

2 

Totals 

12 

7 

7 

0 

New  Cases  and  Deaths  for  1921  — 1924. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 


New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

14  2 

14  6 

9  I 

8 


Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


IO  Nil 

16  4 

7  1 


7 


IO 


7 
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The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis 
deaths  was  2  to  g.  Notification  of  tuberculosis  within  the  Urban 
District  I  think  is  quite  efficient,  and  any  case  escaping  notification 
is  certainly  not  due  to  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  Medical 
Practitioners,  who  to  my  knowledge  are  very  anxious  to  have  all 
cases  notified  as  early  as  possible. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regula¬ 
tions  1925,  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  relating  to  tuber¬ 
culosis  persons  in  the  milk  trade,  and  under  section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1925  no  applications  were  required  to  be  made  for  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  any  cases. 


CANCER  STATISTICS. 

In  view  of  the  alleged  increase  of  malignant  diseases  throughout 
the  country  and  the  civilised  world  generally,  I  have  for  your  inform¬ 
ation  tabulated  below  the  registered  deaths  from  malignant  disease 
occurring  in  the  Urban  District  for  three  decades  and  a  half.  For 
all  this  time  the  population  has  not  varied  more  than  a  few  hundreds, 
and  for  that  reason  it  might  be  considered  suitable  for  an  illustration 
of  the  increase  or  decrease  of  any  particular  death-rate.  Before, 
however,  coming  to  any  decision  on  the  matter,  it  is  necessary  to 
take  several  circumstances  into  consideration.  (1)  During  that  time, 
with  the  exception  of  the  quinquennium  1915— 1919,  the  birth-rate 
has  been  greater  than  the  total  death-rate,  and  the  stationary  popula¬ 
tion  would  thus  indicate  that  a  number,  probably  of  the  younger 
people,  have  left  the  district.  This  would  leave  at  home  a  greater 
proportion  of  older  people,  who  are  more  likely  to  suffer  from  cancer, 
since  cancer  is  a  disease  of  late  middle  life  and  onwards  (2)  Then 
there  is,  perhaps,  greater  accuracy  in  diagnosing  the  diseases  than 
there  used  to  be.  Finally,  the  expectation  of  life  has  considerably 
increased  during  this  time,  and  more  of  us  reach  the  cancer  time  of 
life.  Yet  when  we  have  discounted  all  these  circumstances,  the 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  table  is  not  reassuring.  It  is 
gratifying,  however,  to  note  that  during  the  last  five  years  there  is  a 
proportional  decrease  on  the  previous  decennia. 


DEATHS  FROM  MALIGNANT  DISEASES. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1891 

—  Ipco 

29 

61 

90 

1901 

— 1910 

53 

87 

140 

191 1 

— 1920 

74 

120 

194 

192 1 

-1925 

25 

51 

76 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

ibis  work  is  carried  on  at  the  Technical  School  in  Stubbins 
Lane.  There  are  weekly  meetings,  and  as  regards  attendances  the 
year  1925,  with  an  average  of  36  weekly,  was  the  most  successful 
since  the  inauguration  of  the  centre.  Advice  as  regards  the  feeding 
and  care  of  infants  is  given,  but  no  treatment.  Babies  in  need  of 
medical  or  surgical  treatment  are  referred  to  the  family  doctor. 
Pamphlets  containing  useful  information  about  children  are  from 
time  to  time  distributed,  and  occasionally  a  visitor  gives  a  lecture  to 
the  mothers.  Addresses  to  the  mothers,  however,  do  not  seem  to  be 
very  satisfactory  because  of  the  hubbub  caused  by  the  children,  who 
maintain  an  incessant  din  in  spite  of  everything.  Printed  instructions 
can  be  referred  to  again  and  again,  the  spoken  word  is  soon  forgotten 
and  mostly  at  a  baby  centre  is  never  heard. 

No  ante-natal  work  is  undertaken  at  the  centre,  there  being  very 
little  need  for  it.  Several  good  midwives  are  in  practice  in  the 
district,  and  are  pretty  familiar  with  the  essentials  of  pre-natal  work. 
The  family  doctor  is  called  in  whenever  suspicion  of  abnormal  con¬ 
ditions  arises.  1  am  glad  to  record  a  considerable  diminution  in  the 
number  of  still-births  for  1925. 

Several  ladies  have  arranged  amongst  themselves  to  attend  the 
centre  in  rotation  for  the  purpose  of  superintending  the  refreshments. 
This  duty  is  by  no  means  a  sinecure,  for  we  have  occasionally  as 
many  as  sixty  babies  with  their  mothers  and  an  occasional  friend  on 
one  afternoon  to  provide  for.  But  for  the  help  given  by  these  ladies 
it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  carry  through  the  regular  routine 
at  the  centre,  so  you  can  understand  how  much  we  appreciate  their 


services. 
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By  your  scheme  under  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order 
1921,  milk  is  granted  free  of  cost  to  necessitous  infants,  young 
children  and  nursing  mothers,  but  not  any  other  class  of  food. 
During  1925,  1548  pints  were  so  granted. 

MIDWIVES. 

Six  midwives  practice  within  the  Urban  area,  and  perform  their 
duties  satisfactorily. 


REPORT  BY  MISS  SNELL, 

Visitor  and  Superintendent  of  the  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

Under  the  Notification  of  Births  (Extension)  Act  1915,  which 
requires  notification  to  be  made  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
within  36  hours  of  all  children  of  not  less  than  28  weeks  gestation 
born  either  dead  or  alive,  212  births  were  notified.  106  of  these  were 
males  and  106  females.  208  were  notified  by  midwives,  2  by 
parents,  and  2  by  doctors.  There  were  7  still-births,  which  is  7  less 
than  for  the  previous  year.  10  births  were  inward  transfers. 


Table  of  Births  notified  for  the  last  five  years. 


Year 

Live 

Births 

Still 

Births 

Notified 

by 

Mid  wives 

Notified  by 
Doctors  and 
Parents 

Total 

1921 

257 

20 

210 

67 

277 

1922 

219 

7 

165 

6l 

226 

1923 

195 

19 

191 

23 

214 

1924 

229 

H 

229 

H 

243 

1925 

205 

7 

208 

4 

212 
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Summary  of  Visits. 


To  expectant  mothers 
To  infants  under  i  year 
To  children  i  to  5  years 
Visits  after  deaths  of  infants 


Primary  visits  24.  Total  46 
)>  >>  222.  ,,  1494 

1018 


Total  2572 


Information  regarding  Methods  of  Feeding. 


Breast  fed  142 

Bottle  fed  48 

Breast  and  Bottle  12 

Undetermined  by  reason  of 

early  death  3 

Still-born  7 


Causes  of  Infant  Deaths, 


and  Methods  of  Feeding. 


Breast  fed,  3  deaths 


r 

1 

Bottle  fed,  8  deaths  •{ 

1 

l 

Immaturity,  3  deaths. 


Pneumonia. 

Gastro-enteritis. 

Hydrocephalus. 

3  Pneumonia. 

3  Gastro-enteritis. 
x  Bronchitis. 

1  Atalectasis. 


Table  to  show  Feeding  of  Infants  Visited 


FOR  THE 

LAST 

1921 

FIVE  YEARS. 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Number  of  Infants  visited 
and  particulars  of  feeding... 

280 

239 

222 

243 

212 

Breast  fed 

•  H3 

139 

129 

153 

142 

Bottle  fed 

96 

68 

56 

66 

48 

Both  methods 

18 

19 

6 

12 

Method  undetermined  by 
reason  of  early  death 

3 

6 

3 

4 

3 

Still-births 

20 

7 

19 

14 

7 

22 


Infant  Deaths  and  Particulars  of  Feeding 

FOR  FIVE  YEARS. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

No.  of  Infants  deaths 

H 

33 

1 1 

H 

breast  fed 

4 

8 

3 

5 

3 

Bottle  fed 

6 

16 

5 

8 

8 

Both  methods 

1 

2 

Undetermined  by  reason 

of  early  death 

3 

7 

3 

4 

3 

CHILDREN  NURSED  OUT. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  number  of  children  nursed  out 
was  40  ;  at  the  end  of  the  year  42.  Of  these  6  were  under  one  year 
of  age.  The  nursing  is  satisfactory,  and  every  child  seemed  to  be 
well  cared  for. 


Under  the  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order  1921  ten  applica¬ 
tions  for  milk  free  of  cost  were  received,  all  of  which  were  granted, 
the  household  income  coming  within  the  limit  fixed  by  the  Council’s 
scheme.  During  the  year,  1548  pints  of  milk  were  supplied  free  of 
cost. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 

During  the  year  49  sessions  were  held.  130  names  of  new 
babies  were  entered  on  the  books,  which  is  an  increase  of  18  on  the 
previous  year.  'I  he  total  attendances  were:  Infants  1440,  children 
over  one  year  of  age  365,  which  gives  an  average  attendance  of  36 
per  session.  This  is  an  average  increase  over  1924  of  10  per  session, 
and  is  the  largest  since  the  opening  of  the  centre  in  1917. 
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Table  of  Comparison  of  Total  Registered  Birtiis 
with  the  Babies  attending  the  Centre 
for  five  years. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

No.  of  registered  births 

273 

237 

212 

234 

233 

No.  of  infants  attending  centre 

119 

95 

103 

122 

1 12 

No.  of  sessions  held 

46 

47 

48 

48 

49 

Average  attendance  per  session 

3° 

22 

28 

26 

36 

Total  attendances 

1407 

1034 

1286 

1273 

1809 

DISTRICT  NURSING. 

Three  District  Nurses  are  engaged  in  the  district,  two  of  which 
are  provided  by  the  Ramsbottom  Cottage  Hospital  and  District 
Nursing  Association.  One  of  these  two  acts  as  a  midwife  and  lives 
in  North  Ward;  the  other  lives  at  the  Hospital,  which  is  in  West 
Ward.  The  third  Nurse,  who  also  is  a  midwife,  is  provided  by  a 
voluntary  agency,  and  her  duties  are  confined  to  Summerseat.  She 
superintends  a  voluntary  Child  Welfare  Centre  in  Summerseat, 
which  has  fortnightly  meetings.  None  of  their  services  is  available 
for  infectious  disease  cases,  but  are  available  for  the  complications 
of  measles  and  whooping  cough. 

The  local  Hospital  and  District  Nursing  Association  takes  no 
official  part  in  Child  Welfare  work,  and  no  arrangement  exists 
between  this  Association  and  the  District  Council  for  any  nursing 
duties  whatever. 


THE  CLINICS 

for  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  diseases  are  conducted  at  the  tuber¬ 
culosis  dispensary  in  The  Wylde,  Bury,  by  Medical  Officers  respon¬ 
sible  only  to  the  County  Authority. 
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1 1  OS P I TA  L  A  CCO  M  M  O  D  ATI  O  N . 

For  Small-pox  :  Ainsworth  Flospital,  40  beds.  For  other 
infectious  diseases:  The  Florence  Nightingale  Hospital,  Bury,  105 
beds.  For  tuberculosis:  The  Aitken  Sanatorium,  Holcombe,  80 
beds.  These  Institutions  are  the  properties  of  the  Bury  &  District 
Joint  Hospital  Board,  upon  which  the  Ramsbottom  Urban  District 
Council  has  two  representatives.  The  local  Hospital,  built  and 
largely  endowed  by  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Aitken,  formerly  of 
Holcombe  Hall,  has  nine  adult  beds  and  two  cots  available  for 
ordinary  medical  and  surgical  cases. 

DISINFECTION. 

Number  of  Houses,  133;  Schools,  1  (for  scarlet  fever) ;  Articles 
203.  The  method  of  disinfection  is  by  formalin  spray  and  fumiga¬ 
tion  for  houses  and  such  articles  as  cannot  be  done  by  steam  ;  for 
all  other  articles,  i.e.,  clothing,  bedding,  &c.,  by  steam  at  the  disin¬ 
fecting  station  adjoining  the  destructor  works  in  Stubbins  Lane. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Joint  Hospital  Board’s  Motor  Ambulance  is  available  for 
transport  of  infectious  disease  cases,  your  own  Motor  Ambulance 
for  all  others. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  WORK. 

Specimens  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  York 
Place,  Manchester,  were:  Blood,  1 ;  Sputum,  29;  Throat  Swabs,  22. 
Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  issued  from  the  Public  Health  Office  free  of 
charge,  and  28000  units  were  issued  during  1925. 


Details  for  the  year  under 

review. 

Blood 

Sputum 

Swabs 

Diphtheri 
Antitoxin  issu 

1921 

0 

17 

6 

14000 

1922 

I 

34 

9 

Nil 

1923 

... 

H 

7 

14000 

1924 

2 

23 

3 

12000 
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S  A  N I T  A  R  Y  ADMIN  I  ST  R  AT  ION. 

T  lie  Public  Water  Supply  is  by  the  Bury  and  District  Joint 
Water  Board,  on  which  you  have  two  representatives.  It  is  a  good 
water  supply,  is  rather  soft,  and  has  a  plumbo-solvent  action  when 
hot,  so  that  it  is  dangerous  to  use  the  water  from  the  hot  taps  for 
culinary  purposes  as  I  fear  is  sometimes  done.  Several  cases  of 
minor  lead  poisoning  from  this  practice  have  come  under  my  notice. 
During  the  year  two  cases  of  lead  poisoning  occurred  in  a  house 
with  a  private  supply,  and  considerable  quantities  of  lead  were  found 
in  the  water  from  both  hot  and  cold  taps,  though  much  more  in  that 
from  the  hot  than  from  the  cold  tap.  This  water  supply  at  present 
is  receiving  attention. 

The  public  water  supply  is  laid  on  to  each  house  supplied. 
There  are  no  stand-pipes  in  the  district  In  addition  to  the  public 
supply,  there  are  several  private  supplies.  Holcombe  Village  being 
above  the  level  to  which  the  public  supply  can  rise,  is  entirely 
supplied  in  this  manner.  The  Sanatorium  at  Holcombe  is  now  on 
the  public  supply,  the  water  being  pumped  up  to  it.  Some  of  the 
private  supplies  are  of  good  quality.  Some  are  liable  to  contamina¬ 
tion  from  manured  fields,  and  some  become  scarce  during  dry 
weather.  Besides  these,  many  isolated  dwellings  and  farm  houses 
are  dependent  upon  their  own  supply. 


Additions  to  the  Public  Water  Supply 
1921— 1925 


Houses 

Baths 

W.C’s 

1921 

7 

66 

98 

1922 

37 

55 

*5 

1923 

35 

49 

69 

1924 

20 

54 

43 

1925 

17 

44 

109 
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SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  drainage  of  the  entire  district  take  both  sewage  and 
surface  water,  which  is  conveyed  along  with  some  trade  waste  to  the 
outfall  on  the  sewage  works  at  Summerseat,  there  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  settling  tanks  and  sprinklers.  Some  extension  of  existing 
sewers  and  laying  of  new  sewers  took  place  during  the  year,  for 
particulars  of  which  see  items  contributed  by  Mr.  Bell. 

The  smoke  and  water  tests  are  applied  to  house  drains,  flushing 
for  sewers. 

No  call  for  any  action  in  regard  to  pollution  of  streams  was 
necessary  during  the  year. 

For  details  regarding  Bakehouses,  Slaughter-houses,  Common 
Lodging-house,  Workshops  and  Work-places,  see  Mr.  Shaw’s  report. 
These  places  all  continue  to  be  conducted  satisfactorily. 


SCHOOLS. 

School  closures  during  1925  :  St.  Paul’s  (Infant  Department), 
March  nth  to  27th,  for  Mumps  and  Whooping  Cough.  Peel  Brow 
(Infant  Department),  April  30th  to  May  22nd,  for  Mumps. 

FOOD. 

The  quality  of  meat  retailed  in  the  district  has  always  been 
considered  generally  to  be  good.  This  is  perfectly  true  of  most  of 
it,  and  of  that  proportion  which  sustains  itself  under  the  vigilant  eye 
of  Mr.  Shaw,  your  meat  Inspector.  Since  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations  1924 — making  inter  alia  notification  of  slaughter  to  the 
Meat  Inspector  compulsory — came  into  operation  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  more  comprehensive  inspection  has  taken  place. 
Following  upon  this,  a  greater  proportion  of  unwholesome  meat  was 
condemned  and  destroyed  last  year  than  in  any  previous  year.  This 
increase  of  condemned  meat,  however,  may  not  truly  represent  the 
quantity  previously  undetected  and  sold  in  the  district.  There  are 
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fluctuating  circumstances  which  from  year  to  year  considerably  vary 
the  quantity,  and  last  year  a  greater  number  than  usual  of  whole 
carcasses  was  condemned.  Furthermore,  many  items  such  as 
diseased  livers,  etc.,  were  last  year  added  to  the  total,  which  former¬ 
ly  not  always  coming  under  the  eye  of  the  Inspector,  could  not  be 
recorded  and  yet  were  unfit  for  sale  under  any  circumstances. 
Taking  everything  into  consideration,  however,  one  cannot  doubt 
that  the  more  comprehensive  inspection  is  the  chief  reason  for  the 
greater  amount  of  meat  condemned,  and  amply  reinforces  my  con¬ 
tention  for  years  past  that  the  only  way  of  preventing  unwholesome 
meat  reaching  the  public  is  to  have  all  slaughtering  done  under  one 
roof,  where  every  carcass  can  be  thoroughly  examined.  For  details 
of  condemned  meat  see  Mr.  Shaw’s  report. 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  no  report  of  any  illness  caused  by 
unwholesome  food  was  received  by  me  during  1925. 

Other  foodstuffs  in  the  district,  according  to  the  Meat  Inspector, 
continue  to  be  of  a  satisfactory  quality. 

MILK 

There  are  58  Cow-keepers  in  the  Urban  area,  the  majority  of 
whom  retail  milk  locally,  and  four  purveyors  of  milk. 

Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act  1922,  and  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders,  every  producer  of  milk  is 
required  to  have  a  dairy  and  to  provide  a  suitable  place  for  washing 
and  storing  of  utensils.  At  many  of  the  farmhouses  a  suitable  dairy 
with  a  plentiful  supply  of  hot  and  cold  water  is  not  easily  procurable, 
and  a  supply  of  coal-gas  for  heating  water  or  producing  steam  is  also 
a  rare  commodity,  so  that  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this 
recent  legislation  will  engender  difficulties,  both  constructional  and 
other,  in  quite  a  number  of  instances. 

There  is  just  a  possibility  that  a  little  enlightenment  as  to  the 
necessity  for  these  requirements  would  not  be  out  of  place,  since 
producers  may  regard  this  legislation  in  the  light  of  an  unwarrantable 
interference  with  ancient  and  well  established  practice. 
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The  object  of  it  all  is,  of  course,  the  production  of  a  clean  and 
wholesome  milk  supply,  and  the  more  rigidly  the  act  and  orders  are 
enforced,  the  sooner  will  the  end  in  view  be  attained.  A  good  milk 
supply  is  as  essential  as  a  good  meat  supply,  and  while  considerable 
precautions  are  taken  to  ensure  the  latter,  the  former  has  been 
heretofore  greatly  neglected. 

Milk  is  frequently  a  vehicle  for  conveying  diseases  to  man,  and 
such  diseases  as  infantile  diarrhoea  and  typhoid  fever,  when  conveyed 
by  milk,  are  the  consequences  of  carelessness  and  unclean  habits  on 
the  part  of  those  who  have  to  do  with  the  handling  of  it.  Tubercu¬ 
losis,  on  the  other  hand,  which  is  frequently  conveyed  by  milk,  and 
especially  to  children  who  are  the  largest  consumers  of  it,  is  on  a 
different  footing,  for  the  possibility  of  infection  is  independent  of  the 
most  scrupulous  cleanliness  in  the  dairy  and  of  those  engaged  in  it, 
since  the  tubercule  bacillus  passes  directly  from  the  udder  of  the  cow 
along  with  the  milk,  and  is  therefore  not  a  subsequent  contamination. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act  1915,  which  came 
into  operation  1st  September,  1925,  and  is  administered  in  our  area 
by  the  County  Authority,  gives  explicit  instructions  of  how  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  the  part  of  the  Local  Authority  when  any  milk  supply  within 
their  area  is  suspected  of  or  is  causing  tuberculosis.  It  provides 
also  appropriate  penalties  for  all  those  selling  or  exposing  for  sale 
any  milk  found  to  be  tuberculous.  In  the  multiplicity  of  milk 
supplies  in  our  area,  there  will  be  difficulty  in  tracing  tuberculous 
milk  or  even  suspecting  it.  To  tackle  the  business  at  the  fountain 
head,  i.e.,  the  cattle,  would  seem  to  be  easier  and  more  certain. 
Taking  it  altogether,  recent  legislation  is  sure  evidence  that  the 
Ministry  of  Health  is  alive  to  the  necessity  for  improving  the  milk 
supply  throughout  the  country,  and  when  the  Government  goes  a 
step  further,  as  no  doubt  it  will  some  day,  and  insists  upon  every 
milch  cow  being  tested  for  tuberculosis  and  found  negative  before 
any  milk  from  it  shall  be  used  for  human  consumption,  we  shall  be 
approaching  ideal  conditions.  Some  producers  have  already  taken 
this  step  voluntarily,  and  supply  milk  only  from  tuberculin  tested 
herds.  Such  milk  is  sold  as  “  Certified,”  or  as  “Grade  A  Tuberculin 
Tested” — terms  which  signify  that  the  Ministry  of  Health,  after 
tests,  have  been  satisfied  that  the  product  is  what  it  professes  to  be 
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and  have  granted  licences  to  the  producers  to  sell  it  as  such.  There 
is  another  brand  of  clean  milk  sold  as  “  Grade  A  milk,”  the  licence 
for  selling  which  is  granted  by  the  County  Authority  ;  but  such  milk 
is  not  from  tuberculin  tested  herds,  its  justification  for  a  licence 
depending  upon  freedom  from  dirt  of  all  kinds  and  the  small  content 
of  bacteria.  All  licences  empower  the  producers  to  raise  their  prices 
to  enable  them  to  cover  the  extra  cost  of  production  which  is  much 
greater  than  for  ordinary  milk.  With  one  exception,  no  graded  milk 
is  sold  in  the  district.  The  exception  is  “  Grade  A  Tuberculin 
Tested,”  but  it  is  not  produced  within  the  Urban  area. 

In  order  to  show  you  the  need  for  the  recent  legislation,  and  as 
a  partial  justification  for  my  prolixity  in  dealing  with  the  subject  of 
milk,  let  me  give  you  an  illustration.  Recently,  Mr.  Shaw  (Meat 
Inspector)  asked  me  to  see  two  carcasses  which  he  had  seized  for 
tuberculosis,  and  rightly  so,  for  they  were  simply  smothered  in  the 
disease  These  carcasses  represented  a  couple  of  cows  which  up  to 
the  time  of  slaughter  had  been  yielding  milk  which  was  sold  in  this 
district.  Enough  said. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1925. 

No.  of  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  14 

No.  erected  with  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(I)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(II)  By  other  bodies  ...  ..  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection,  Council’s  Building  Scheme  Nil 
Have  any  advances  been  mad  during  1925- — 

(a)  By  Loans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Subsidy  Amount  of  subsidy  ^75  per  house  ...  8 

Unfit  Dwelling  Houses  Inspection— 

(1)  Under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  .  .  ...  45 

(2)  Under  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 

1910  43 

(3)  Number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  42 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal  notices — ■ 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  notice  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  26 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers.  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices.  By  owners  2 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing 
Act  1925  ... 


Nil 
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HOUSING. 

Generally  speaking,  housing  conditions  in  the  Urban  area  are 
satisfactory,  and  the  great  majority  of  the  houses  are  built  of  stone. 
New  houses  are  built  mostly  of  bricks,  a  few  of  stone,  and  some 
brick  houses  are  faced  with  stone. 

About  430  back  to  back  houses  are  still  in  existence,  and  in 
1920  Mr.  Shaw  and  myself  had  the  honour  of  presenting  the  Health 
Committee  with  a  report  upon  these  houses  and  how  to  deal  with 
them  (a)  by  converting  some  of  them  to  through  houses  and  (b)  by 
demolishing  others  to  make  open  spaces  for  the  purpose  of  permitt¬ 
ing  more  light  and  air  to  those  that  were  left,  and  to  facilitate  the 
construction  of  more  satisfactory  sanitary  conveniences. 

Scarcity  of  houses  however  has  made  it  impossible  for  the  pre¬ 
sent  to  deal  with  back  to  back  houses  in  any  comprehensive  scheme. 
Overcrowding  still  exists  to  some  extent  and  the  reason  for  it  is 
chiefly  shortage  of  houses,  although  in  quite  a  number  the  reason  is 
an  economic  one  and  will  persist  even  with  a  plenitude  of  houses. 

The  completion  of  your  own  housing  scheme  which  will  this 
year  add  28  houses  to  the  number  already  built  and  occupied,  and  of 
those  in  process  of  erection  by  private  enterprise — rather  energetic 
at  present — will  to  a  considerable  extent  minimize  the  shortage. 
There  are,  I  am  informed,  between  40  and  50  applicants  for  houses 
on  the  Council’s  roll.  New  houses  erected  during  the  last  5  years: 
1921,39;  1922,11;  1923,13;  1924,17;  1925,14. 


The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  Mr. 
Thos.  H.  Bell,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for  the 
financial  year  April  1st,  1925,  to  March  31st,  1926  : — 

The  principal  Main  Road  improvement  carried  out  during  the 
year  was  the  re-construction  of  Blackburn  Road,  by  re-forming  the 
surface  lines  and  paving  the  carriageway  with  granite  setts,  laid  on 
a  concrete  foundation  9  inches  in  thickness,  at  a  total  inclusive  cost 
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of  /T0317.  The  road  is  standing  up  well  to  traffic  conditions,  and 
the  maintenance,  as  against  the  old  waterbound  macadam,  will  be 
reduced  considerably. 

The  expenditure  on  the  ordinary  maintenance  of  the  uj  miles 
of  Class  I  and  Class  II  Main  Roads  has  been  ^2199,  with  an  addi¬ 
tional  cost  of  ^"1009  for  scavenging,  snow  cutting  and  clearing  and 
gully  cleaning.  Several  falls  of  snow  were  experienced  during  the 
winter  months,  and  in  a  large  area  such  as  this  considerable  expense 
is  involved  in  dealing  with  snow  and  frost  conditions  in  order  to 
maintain  traffic,  consequently  the  scavenging  expenditure  item  shows 
an  increase  on  the  previous  year  when  milder  conditions  prevailed. 

The  County  Council  Grants  in  aid  of  the  ordinary  maintenance 
expenditure  on  Main  Roads  will  amount  to  approximately  /"2073. 

The  cost  of  the  tarspraying  work  executed  on  the  main  road 
lengths  has  been  £6gg.  The  County  Grants  as  offered  for  such 
work  amounted  to  £757,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  money  allocated 
was  not  required. 

The  maintenance  of  the  Secondary  Road  which  passes  by  way 
of  Bury  New  Road,  Bridge  Street,  Tanners  Street  and  the  Rake  has 
involved  an  expenditure  of  ^413,  with  a  further  sum  of  ^"128  for 
scavenging,  snow  clearing  and  gully  cleansing.  The  County  Grant 
in  aid  of  the  upkeep  of  this  Road  will  be  round  about  £g$,  showing 
a  nett  cost  of  ^446,  as  against  ^375  provided  in  the  rate  estimate, 
or  an  excess  expenditure  of  £71. 

The  full  cost  of  the  upkeep  of  the  15J  miles  of  District  Roads  was 
^2897,  but  credit  repayments  totalling  ^787  were  recovered  for  re¬ 
instatement  charges  in  respect  of  disturbed  surfaces  and  other  items, 
leaving  a  nett  charge  of  ^2  no  on  the  Rates  as  against  a  sum  of 
£2535  provided  in  the  Rate  Estimate,  showing  a  saving  of  ^425. 

A  large  quantity  of  old  tlag  rock  and  grit  setts,  weighing  570 
tons,  has  been  loaded  up  in  waggons  to  the  order  of  the  County 
Council,  and  sent  off  for  use  in  forming  channels  in  other  districts. 
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SEWERS  AND  DRAINAGE. 

In  connection  with  drainage  matters,  outside  the  general  main- 
tainence  of  the  sewers  in  the  area,  the  following  new  sewers  have 
been  laid  :  70  lineal  yards  9  in.  pipes  and  55  lineal  yards  6  in.  pipes 
in  extending  the  sewer  in  Tanners  Street  at  a  cost  of  £95,  and  231 
lineal  yards  of  gin.  pipes  in  sewering  Taper  Street,  Back  Coulthurst 
Street  and  Tape  Street,  at  a  cost  of  £210. 


REFUSE  DESTRUCTOR. 

The  Refuse  Destructor  has  been  successfully  operated  during 
the  year,  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  from  the  household¬ 
ers  living  in  the  vicinity.  The  quantity  of  town’s  refuse  delivered 
and  dealt  with  at  the  works  was  2951  tons.  The  nett  charges  for 
collection  and  delivery  at  the  storage  hoppers  have  been  £  1626, 
wages  of  charge  hands  and  maintenance  costs  at  the  works  £606, 
sinking  fund  and  interest  charges  £2^2,  a  total  for  collection  and 
disposal  of  the  refuse  of  ^2514.  This  works  out  at  a  cost  of  6-98 
pence  on  the  rates  for  refuse  disposal.  The  additional  cell  installed 
at  the  works  last  year  has  proved  of  great  advantage,  and  the  men 
are  in  a  better  position  to  cope  with  periodical  flushes  in  the  delivery 
of  refuse  for  destruction.  The  sum  received  for  clinker  and  old  tins 
has  only  been  £12,  but  there  is  a  very  poor  market  at  the  moment 
for  destructor  scrap,  and  we  have  a  considerable  accumulation  of 
waste  material  awaiting  disposal. 


NEW  BUILDINGS  AND  PLANS. 

The  number  of  plans  submitted  totalled  54,  all  of  which  received 
the  approval  of  the  Council.  The  plans  comprised  9  in  respect  of 
33  dwelling-houses,  also  2  lock-up  shops,  1  new  Church  at  Stubbins, 
1  new  Roman  Catholic  School,  3  additions  to  dwelling  houses,  14 
temporary  motor  garages,  6  outhouses,  5  additions  to  mills,  1  office 
extension,  2  permanent  motor  garages,  2  sports  ground  plans,  and 
8  miscellaneous  plans. 
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HOUSING. 

During  the  year  23  new  houses  have  been  built  of  which  15 
houses  have  qualified  for  a  subsidy  grant  payment  of  £"75  per  house. 

The  total  cost  of  maintenance  during  the  year  incurred  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  50  houses  erected  by  the  Council  on  the  Bolton 
Road  North  Estate  was  which  is  16}  per  cent  on  the  rentals 

received.  This  sum  however  includes  an  item  of  £g 2  which  was 
expended  on  outside  painting,  and  work  of  this  external  character 
will  last  three  years  at  least. 

Sanction  has  been  obtained  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the 
erection  of  an  additional  28  houses  to  complete  the  Edenfield 
Scheme,  at  a  full  estimated  cost,  including  road  works,  of  ^16, 165. 

The  contracts  have  been  all  arranged,  and  the  work  of  erecting 
the  dwellings  is  in  progress,  24  houses  are  in  various  stages  of  con¬ 
struction. 


PLEASURE  GROUNDS. 

Negotiations  were  completed  during  the  year  with  the  Bleachers’ 
Association  for  the  purchase  of  about  10  acres  of  land  at  Nuttall,  to 
be  laid  out  for  the  use  of  the  public.  The  form  of  the  layout  has 
not  yet  been  decided  upon,  but  whether  it  is  arranged  as  a  Park,  or 
in  combination  with  playing  facilities,  it  will  prove  a  great  acquisi¬ 
tion.  Application  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for 
sanction  of  borrowing  powers  to  provide  Summerseat  with  a  Pleas¬ 
ure  Ground,  with  an  area  of  8J  acres.  A  small  outlay  of  £  50  has 
been  utilised  in  the  improvement  of  paths  and  fences  on  the  ex¬ 
isting  playing  fields  as  capital  expenditure.  A  sum  of  £210  was 
provided  in  the  yearly  estimates  to  cover  the  general  maintenance 
items  in  connection  with  the  recreation  grounds  and  playing 
fields. 
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TARSPRAYING  OPERATIONS. 

Having  regard  to  the  benefits  obtained  by  the  tarspraying  and 
gritting  of  road  surfaces,  a  more  extended  policy  in  this  direction  is 
strongly  advocated  to  the  Council.  I  feel  confident  that  if  more 
of  the  waterbound  surfaces  on  the  district  roads  are  treated  in  the 
way  suggested,  that  the  better  running  surfaces  and  reduction  of  the 
dust  nuisance  will  be  appreciated  by  the  general  road  users. 


In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  beg  to  thank  you,  and  especially 
the  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  for  encouragement  and 
support  in  my  duties,  also  my  fellow  officials  for  their  ever  ready 
responses  to  assist  me  when  I  require  it. 


I  am,  gentlemen,  yours  faithfully, 


HUGH  LAWRIE,  M.B.,  C.M.,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Sanitary  Inspector 
1925 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Ramsbottom  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen. 


I  beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  annual 
report  for  the  year  1925.  The  report,  in  accordance  with  the  request 
of  the  Minister  of  Health,  is  a  Survey  Report  and  one  intended  to 
contain  a  much  fuller  statement  than  the  ordinary  reports  presented 
to  you  during  the  four  previous  years. 

The  passing  into  law  since  1921  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Amendment)  Act ;  Housing  Act  1925  ;  Public  Plealth  Act  1925  ; 
and  the  issue  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924,  and 
various  orders  in  connection  with  the  foregoing,  is  proof  sufficient 
that  the  Country’s  interest  in  Public  Health  matters  is  by  no  means 
flagging,  but  greatly  on  the  increase.  This  is  all  to  the  good,  and 
must  inevitably  result,  as  years  go  by,  in  improved  health,  a  better 
environment,  and  as  a  result,  a  happier  people. 

The  provision  of  healthier  homes,  up-to-date  public  services 
such  as  refuse  removal  and  disposal,  sewage  disposal,  etc.,  the 
ensuring  of  a  good,  wholesome,  disease-free  food  supply  is  inter  alia 
the  aim  of  all  good  sanitarians.  Many  obstacles  present  themselves, 
however,  and  progress  is  not  as  good  as  one  would  wish. 
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It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  it  has  been  unnecessary  during  the 
year  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  is  2575,  and 
Table  I  shows  details,  together  with  comparative  figures  for  the 
four  previous  years.  Table  No.  II  shows  defects  found,  and  Table 
No.  Ill  shows  defects  remedied. 
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TABLE  No.  I. 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


1925 

1924 

1923 

1922 

1921 

Dwelling-houses,  H.  T.  P.  A. 

43 

38 

45 

53 

39 

,,  Others 

2 

2 

1 

6 

1 

,,  Infectious 

Diseases 

80 

35 

53 

36 

34 

Factories  and  Workshops 

47 

46 

46 

5° 

47 

Slaughter-houses 

563 

329 

372 

271 

253 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  &  Milkshops... 

206 

225 

200 

215 

205 

Bakehouses  and  Pork  Butchers 

Preparation  Rooms 

55 

64 

49 

68 

44 

Offensive  Trade  Premises 

7 

9 

13 

16 

16 

Market  and  Shops  . 

733 

644 

753 

74? 

688 

Common  Lodging-house  ... 

2 

2 

2 

4 

3 

Visits  to  property  under  observation 

191 

H5 

CO 

156 

129 

Re-visits  to  work-in-progress 

444 

267 

290 

329 

357 

Miscellaneous  ...  .  . 

194 

253 

169 

242 

215 

Chip  Potato  Shops  . 

8 

1 1 

17 

— 

— 

Outworkers  premises 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

2575 

2070 

2188 

2192 

2031 

Complaints  investigated . 

48 

53 

58 

52 

57 

Owners  and  Agents  interviewed  ... 

199 

158 

169 

J74 

hi 

Smoke  observations  . 

25 

43 

27 

9 

— 

New  Drains  tested  . 

45 

7 

25 

16 

!5 

Old  Drains  tested  . 

56 

hi 

60 

— 

47 

Houses  Disinfected  . 

I33 

43 

80 

52 

30 

Schools  „  . 

1 

— 

4 

2 

— 

Legal  Notices  served  . 

8 

13 

5 

!7 

5 

Preliminary  Notices  &  Letters  served  85 

1 12 

87 

108 

82 

39 

TABLE  No.  II. 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Midden  privies  requiring  converting  to  water  closets 
Fail  Closets  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Tipper  ,,  ,,  ,,  washdown  water  closets 

Trough  ,,  ,,  ,,  washdown  water  closets 

Insufficient  W.  C.  accommodation 
,,  Ashbin  ,, 

Dry  ashpits  for  abolition  to  be  replaced  by  bins 
Defective  drains 

,,  fall  pi pes  and  sink  waste  pipes 

,,  Tipper  and  other  W.C.’s 

,,  Ashpits 

,,  Ashbins 

,,  Closet  receptacles 

,,  Windows 

,,  Walls  and  ceilings 

,,  Floors 

,,  Roofs 

,,  Yard  paving 

,,  Eave  gutters 

,,  Side  boiler 

,,  Midden  stead 

Fallpipesand  sink  waste  pipes  requiring  disconnection 
Choked  drains 

Drains  not  connected  to  sewer 
Insufficient  slop  drain  accommodation 
Offensive  accumulations  of  refuse  and  manure 
Bakhouses  requiring  limewashing 
Insufficient  light  and  ventilation 
Fixed  scullery  windows 
Smoke  nuisance 
Damp  houses 

Choked  Tipper  water  closets 
Sinks  requiring  cement  plinths 
Nuisance  from  leaky  gas  pipe 
Dirty  houses 

Insufficient  dairy  accommodation 
Nuisance  from  hens 


35 

19 

5 

6 

2 1 

8 

13 

64 

23 

29 

9 
3 1 
5 

26 

25 

5 
4 

1 1 

23 

1 

1 

13 
1 7 
'3 
4 
9 
4 
4 
1 1 
1 
9 

740 

6 

1 

3 

3 


1 203 
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TABLE  No.  III.  Defects  Remedied. 


1925 

1924 

1923  1922  1921 

Midden  priviesconverted  to  fresh  water  closets 

31 

17 

15 

24 

17 

Pail  closets  converted  to  fresh  water  closets 

28 

5 

18 

12 

1 

Tipper  closets  converted  to  fresh  water  closets 

5 

5 

4 

4 

3 

Trough  closets  converted  to  washdown  w.c’s 

6 

Pail  closets  abolished 

2 

1 

1 

Additional  fresh  water  closets  provided 

26 

10 

1 1 

19 

10 

Drains  reconstructed 

54 

38 

35 

42 

3° 

Drains  repaired 

15 

*3 

22 

7 

5 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed 

19 

29 

21 

23 

29 

W.C.  drains  (chiefly  tipper)  opened 

740 

758  7!o  559  565 

Drains  connected  to  main  sewer 

18 

10 

16 

22 

8 

Ashpits  repaired 

3 

6 

4 

6 

1 

Dry  ashpits  abolished 

17 

9 

25 

12 

7 

New  ashbins  provided  (additional) 

58 

39 

48 

28 

35 

Defective  ashbins  replaced 

26 

9 

5 

12 

1 1 

Defective  closet  receptacles  replaced 

4 

8 

H 

8 

7 

W.C’s  and  tippers  repaired 

34 

36 

32 

21 

18 

Sink  waste  pipes,  eave  gutters  and  fallpipes 

repaired  or  replaced 

27 

19 

28 

9 

22 

Sink  waste  pipes  and  fallpipes 

disconnected  from  drains 

18 

1 1 

10 

4 

Roofs  repaired 

3 

4 

7 

5 

1 1 

Yard  paving  repaired 

3° 

12 

H 

2 

5 

Floors  repaired  or  relaid 

6 

5 

3 

12 

Windows  repaired  or  replaced 

4i 

2 

15 

84 

Walls  and  plaster  repaired 

J3 

10 

25 

5 

20 

Cement  plinths  fixed  to  sinks 

6 

5 

Refuse  and  manure  accumulations  removed 

9 

3 

7 

4 

4 

Additional  light  and  ventilation  provided  ... 

6 

3 

6 

1 

9 

Workshops  and  bakehouses  limewashed  ... 

4 

5 

5 

1 

2 

Smoke  nuisance  abated 

1 

2 

Nuisance  from  periodical  flooding  of 

houses  abated 

7 

Dirty  houses  cleansed 

3 

Nuisance  from  hens 

1 

New  dairies  provided 

2 

1 

W.C.  fittings  cleansed 

2 

New  lath  and  plaster  ceiling  fixed 

1 

1266 
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HOUSING  ACTS. 

Like  the  1909  and  1919  Housing  Acts,  the  1925  Act  makes  it 
the  duty  of  every  Local  Authority  to  make  an  inspection  of  their 
district  from  time  to  time  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  whether  any 
dwelling-house  therein  is  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  in  the  wording  of  the 
section  “  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  comply  with 
such  regulations,  and  to  keep  such  records  as  the  Minister  of  Health 
may  prescribe.”  Regulations  (Inspection  of  District  Regulations) 
issued  in  1910  set  out  headings  under  which  information  must  be 
obtained  and  recorded. 

Properties  which  are  deemed  most  in  need  of  attention  are 
taken  first,  especially  where  the  closet  accommodation  is  on  the 
midden  privy  system. 

During  the  year  under  review,  27  houses  were  inspected  and 
the  necessary  records  made.  16  houses  where  the  adjoining  streets 
were  sewered  by  the  Council  during  1925,  were  re-inspected  and  the 
outstanding  repair  and  reconstruction  work  carried  out.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  defects  found  were  :  offensive  midden  privies,  defective  drains, 
drains  not  connected  to  sewer,  defective  windows,  etc. 

Of  the  43  houses  dealt  with,  the  necessary  repair  and  recon¬ 
struction  work  was  carried  out  at  26,  but  that  of  the  remaining  17, 
although  in  the  hands  of  contractors,  was  outstanding  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Conversion  of  sanitary  conveniences  and  repairs  were 
carried  out  at  46  houses  inspected  prior  to  1925.  Comparative 
figures  are  shown  in  Table  No.  III. 

CONVERSION  OF  MIDDEN  PRIVIES  AND 
PAIL  CLOSETS  TO  WATER  CLOSETS 

The  abolition  of  closets  on  the  conservancy  system  is  an  im¬ 
portant  feature  of  Public  Health  work  and  cannot  proceed  too 
quickly.  One  beneficial  result  of  the  reduction  in  numbers  of  this 
type  of  convenience,  not  only  in  K’amsbottom  but  thoughout  the 
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country,  is  the  reduction  of  typhoid  fever  cases.  Although  the 
disease  may  he  caused  by  the  consumption  of  polluted  foods  of 
which  raw  greens,  shell  fish,  etc.,  may  be  likely  sorts,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  directly  and  indirectly,  this  class  of  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion  has  been  responsible  for  large  numbers  of  typhoid  fever  cases. 
For  many  years  conversions  have  been  to  the  fresh  water  system, 
except  in  a  very  few  cases  where  no  fresh  water  supply  has  been 
available,  waste  water  closets  have  then  been  installed.  The  latter 
type  of  convenience,  although  an  improvement  on  the  midden 
privy  and  pail  closet,  is  not  a  good  one,  not  being  self-cleansing. 
Each  year  for  many  years  back,  a  number  of  waste  water  closets 
have  been  taken  out  and  replaced  by  good  type  washdown  W.C’s. 

The  cost  of  conversion  work  is  borne  by  the  owners  of  property, 
although  in  many  towns  a  contribution  is  made  by  the  Council. 

Table  III.  shows  the  numbers  of  conversions  together  with 
comparative  figures  for  the  four  previous  years. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  number  of  slaughter  houses  within  the  district  is  the  same 
as  last  year,  viz.  :  12.  9  are  licensed  and  3  registered.  The  licens¬ 

ing  provision  appears  in  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act 
1890,  under  which  licenses  remain  in  force  for  a  year  or  more,  as 
specified  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  provision  is  useful,  in  so 
much  that  a  license  may  be  revoked  by  a  Justice  where  the  occupier 
is  convicted  of  selling  or  exposing  for  sale  diseased  or  unsound  meat. 
An  appeal  in  regard  to  a  refusal  by  the  Local  Authority  to  issue  a 
license  may  be  made  to  a  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions. 

Registered  slaughter  houses  are  those  in  use  prior  to  the 
passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1875,  and  have  remained  in  use 
since.  Such  are  not  subject  to  annual  licence. 

Although,  structurally,  the  slaughter  houses  are  not  in  all 
respects  in  keeping  with  the  Memorandum  attached  to  the  Model 
Byelaws,  the  majority  are  good,  sound  buildings,  and  well  adapted 
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for  easy  cleansing.  Generally,  they  are  well  maintained,  and  do  not 
give  rise  to  complaints — not  one  has  been  received  during  the  year. 
In  the  course  of  my  work  of  meat  inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughter, 
563  visits  to  slaughter  houses  have  been  paid. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

This  important  section  of  Public  Health  work  receives  special 
attention  by  )our  Inspector  with  a  view  to  securing  for  the  town  a 
meat  supply  wholesome  and  free  from  disease.  563  visits  have  been 
paid  to  slaughter  houses,  the  object  of  which  is  to  inspect  carcasses 
of  meat  at  or  as  soon  as  possible  after  slaughter,  and  before  any  part 
of  the  carcass  or  offals  have  been  removed  from  the  slaughter  houses. 
Under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  which 
came  into  operation  on  April  1st,  three  hours  notice  of  slaughter  is 
to  be  given,  and  removal  of  any  part  of  the  carcass  is  forbidden 
until  at  least  three  hours  after  slaughter.  The  provision  is  useful, 
and  facilitates  a  more  thorough  inspection,  rendering  abortive  visits 
almost  negligible  in  number.  Transport  of  meat  is  now  more 
cleanly,  and  the  conveyance  of  meat  through  streets  without  any 
covering  whatever  is  happily  a  thing  of  the  past. 

The  work  occupies  a  considerable  amount  of  your  Inspector’s 
time,  a  fact  which  will  not  be  difficult  to  appreciate  when  it  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  slaughter  houses  are  scattered  from  one  end  of  the 
district  to  the  other,  and  that  the  times  of  slaughtering  are  very 
irregular,  only  Friday  and  Saturday  being  days  on  which  slaughter¬ 
ing  is  not  carried  out,  except  in  summer,  when  Sunday  work  is 
dropped. 

The  quality  of  the  town’s  meat  supply,  as  in  past  years,  is  very 
good,  and  by  close  observation  it  is  clear  that  the  butchers  exercise 
great  care  in  purchasing  live  animals.  Cases,  however,  are  not 
unknown  of  fine  looking  live  animals  found  on  post  mortem  examin¬ 
ation  to  be  affected  by  tuberculosis,  the  most  common  disease 
amongst  bovines.  The  disease  is  most  common  amongst  middle 
aged  and  old  cows  which  have  spent  a  large  part  of  their  lives  in 
cowsheds  more  or  less  ill  ventilated.  The  disease  is  seldom  found 
in  young  animals. 
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The  approximate  number  of  cattle,  etc.  killed  annually  in  the 
town  is  as  shown  hereunder  : — 


Oxen 

Sheep 

Piers 

O 


1670 
5670 
1 180 


Calves 


220 


No  butchers  meat  is  now  sold  from  the  open  market,  but  a  fair 
amount  of  fish  is  sold  during  and  at  the  week  end.  The  quality  of  the 
fish  is  generally  good,  and  except  for  the  method  of  storing  the  fish 
prior  to  sale  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  complain.  The  following 
table  shows  details  of  meat  and  offals  surrendered  and  destroyed 
together  with  comparative  figures  for  the  four  previous  years. 

There  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  meat  destroy¬ 
ed,  but  this  is  partly  due  to  coincidence  in  that  several  emergency 
slaughters  occurred,  resulting  in  total  loss  of  the  carcass  to  the 
farmer  or  butcher.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  increased 
supervision  under  the  provisions  of  the  Meat  Regulations  has  influ¬ 
enced  considerably  the  amount  of  meat  surrendered. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Bovine  carcasses  (whole)  3 

1925 

lbs. 

1520 

1924 

1923 

650 

1922 

480 

1921 

,,  sides  (4) 

560 

472 

270 

56 

— 

,,  heads 

60 

48 

— 

48 

— 

,,  livers 

I5& 

24 

36 

48 

10 

>>  lungs 

588 

336 

3°° 

1  go 

70 

hearts 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  mesenteries  ... 

72 

70 

40 

75 

20 

,,  stomachs 

120 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  udders 

5° 

20 

— 

— 

5 

,,  spleens 

12 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Pig  carcass  (whole) 

180 

160 

170 

780 

220 

,,  heads 

264 

60 

45 

98 

50 

,,  plucks 

*5° 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  livers 

5 

25 

— 

4 

— 

,,  mesentery... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  spleens 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

OTHER 

Bovine  carcasses  (whole,  2)  ... 

3767 

CAUSES. 

1200 

,,  parts  ... 

148 

320 

— 

98 

3°° 

,,  livers  (24) 

288 

140 

84 

132 

40 

»  lungs  (24) 

288 

156 

50 

100 

40 

„  parts  of  livers... 

I53 

— 

10 

12 

12 

„  mesentery 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,.  hearts 

10 

— 

6 

— 

— 

„  spleens 

5 

78 

2 

— 

— 

,,  heads 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„  stomachs 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pig  carcasses  (2) 

400 

380 

250 

— 

— 

,,  livers 

16 

6 

— 

— 

15 

Sheep  carcasses  (2) 

122 

— 

— 

175 

— 

„  plucks  ... 

35 

— 

— 

— 

5 

„  livers 

10 

— 

9 

0 

2 

— 

,,  lungs  . 

0 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2787 

II  is  pleasing  to  report  that  all  surrenders  were  voluntary, 
making  legal  proceedings  unnecessary. 
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BAKEHOUSES  AND  PORK  BUTCHERS’ 
PREPARATION  ROOMS. 


The  number  of  bakehouses  on  the  Register  is  27,  one  of  which 
is  underground.  The  definition  of  an  underground  bakehouse  is  one 
the  floor  of  which  is  3  ft.  or  more  below  the  footway  of  the  adjoining 
street.  The  total  number  is  an  increase  of  7  since  1920.  During 
recent  years  a  number  of  bakers  have  installed  mechanical  power, 
although  such  installations  constitute  bakehouses  factories,  they  are 
still  under  the  supervision  of  your  health  officials.  55  inspections 
have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  except  for  a  few  verbal  com¬ 
plaints  in  regard  to  minor  matters,  the  places  have  been  well  main¬ 
tained. 

The  structures  are  generally  very  good,  and  the  conditions  of 
working  satisfactory. 

Pork  Butchers  preparation  rooms,  of  which  there  are  5,  also 
receive  regular  attention. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


The  County  Council  is  the  authority  for  the  administration  of 
the  above  Acts  in  Ramsbottom.  Supt.  Thompson,  of  the  County 
Police  Office,  Bury,  reports  that  in  1925,  38  samples  of  milk  were 
taken  in  Ramsbottom  for  anal) sis  by  the  Public  Analyst,  and  that 
all  were  genuine.  During  the  four  previous  years,  samples  were 
taken  as  shown  hereunder  : — 

Nature  of  Sample. 


Milk 

Lard 

Pepper 

Margarine 

Ground  Ginger 

Magnesia 

Coffee 

Cream  of  Tartar 


1924  1923 

16  19 

2 

2  2 

2  2 

2  2 

2  2 

2 

2  2 


1922  1921 

6  18 

2  3 

2  1 

4  1 

4  5 

4  2 

4  1 
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Bi-Carbonate  of  Soda 
Ground  Kice 
Baking  Powder 
Mustard 
Cocoa 

Flake  Tapioca 
Carbonate  of  Soda 
Gregory  Powder 
Sago 


4 

4 

4 

1 

2 

4 

2 


1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

I 


During  1923,  one  milk  retailer  was  lined  ^10  and  £6  7s.  costs, 
but  the  four  other  years  under  review  were  free  from  prosecutions. 


COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

T  here  are  58  cowkeepers,  and  62  farms  on  which  are  93  cow¬ 
sheds.  In  addition,  there  are  4  dairymen  who  are  not  milk  produc¬ 
ers.  During  the  year  under  review,  206  inspections  have  been 
made.  As  previously  reported,  the  majority  of  the  cowsheds  are 
well  constructed,  but  a  few  are  very  unsuitable  from  a  sanitary  point 
of  view.  Such  sheds  are  difficult  to  cleanse,  and  it  is  almost  impossi¬ 
ble  to  maintain  them  in  anything  like  a  condition  required  in  the 
business  of  milk  production.  During  the  year  a  circular  was  served 
on  each  farmer,  where  necessary,  to  provide  within  twelve  months 
a  suitable  dairy  in  which  milk  utensils  could  be  washed  and  stored 
entirely  apart  from  household  work.  Two  such  dairies  were  pro¬ 
vided  during  the  year,  and  suitable  accommodation  at  several  places 
was  already  in  existence. 

Milk  producers  are  required  to  thoroughly  cleanse  and  limewash 
cowsheds  and  dairies  twice  in  each  year,  viz. :  June  and  October. 
Some  limewash  more  regularly,  but  unfortunately  there  are  those 
whose  standard  of  cleanliness  is  not  so  high. 

Grooming  and  thorough  cleanliness  of  cows  are  features  very 
essential  in  milk  producing,  and  farmers  are  encouraged  to  adopt 
these  very  necessary  conditions. 


48 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


The  Sanitary  provisions  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act 
igoi  are  administered  by  the  local  authority  and  the  work  in 
Ramsbottom  devolves  upon  your  health  officials.  Factories  are  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  workshops  by  their  possession  of  mechanical  power. 
In  factories  FI.  M.  Inspectors  primarily  take  full  control,  but  con¬ 
traventions  of  the  Acts  in  regard  to  sanitary  accommodation  are 
reported  to  the  local  authority  whose  duty  it  then  is  to  take  the 
matter  in  hand  with  the  factory  owner.  In  workshops,  however, 
it  devolves  upon  the  local  authority  to  administer  the  Act  fully. 

The  number  of  workshops  on  the  register  is  49,  and  the  list  is 


detailed  hereunder : — 

Wheelwrights  ...  3 

Boot  and  Clog  makers  and  repairers  ...  21 

Tin  Plate  workers  ...  4 

Blacksmiths  ...  2 

Cabinet  Makers  ...  2 

Dress  Makers  ...  1 

Milliners  ...  6 

Toffee  Boilers  ...  2 

Tailors  ...  2 

Plumbers  ...  6 

Joiners  ...  1 

Saddlers  ...  1 

Basket  Maker  ...  1 

Cooper  ...  1 

53 


47  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year,  and  at  several 
places  closet  accommodation  was  found  to  have  become  offensive 
through  neglect.  An  effort  is  made  to  impress  upon  those  responsi¬ 
ble,  that  it  is  a  bad  policy  to  allow  white  glazed  fitting  to  become  so 
soiled  that  in  appearance  they  are  little  better  than  the  old  closet 
receptacle.  Sanitary  conveniences  are  also  in  some  cases  fixed  in 
insufficiently  lighted  places,  which  are  very  unsuitable,  for  in  dark 
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positions  such  conveniences  are  almost  invariably  dirty.  Plenty  of 
light  should  always  be  provided  in  W.C’s. 

During  the  year  one  notice  from  H.  M.  Inspector  was  received, 
but  the  remedial  work  is  still  outstanding. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADE  PREMISES. 

The  trades  scheduled  under  this  heading  are  as  shown  here¬ 
under  : — 

Soap  Boilers  ...  2 

Size  Makers  ...  2 

Tripe  Boilers  ...  2 

Fat  Me! ter  ...  1 

7 

Seven  inspections  of  the  premises  have  been  made,  at  which 
times  they  were  found  reasonably  clean  and  satisfactorily  maintained. 
No  contraventions  of  byelaws  which  required  a  special  report  to 
yourselves  was  found.  Minor  contraventions  are  reported  verbally 
to  the  responsible  persons,  and  as  a  rule  are  remedied  forthwith. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

The  only  Common  Lodging  House  of  the  town  is  in  Paradise 
Street.  The  premises  have  a  capacity  of  nine  rooms  independent 
of  the  keeper’s  private  ones.  The  combined  capacity  for  public 
purposes  is  29990  cubic  feet.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1875,  300  cubic  feet  of  air  space  per  person  is  required, 
and  the  following  table  shows  the  capacity  of  each  room,  together 
with  the  maximum  number  of  persons  allowed  per  room. 
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No.  of 

Rooms 

Cubic 
capacity 
in  feet 

Number  of 
persons 
accommodated 

I 

1275 

4 

2 

1238 

4 

3 

687 

...  2 

4 

9643 

32 

5 

9419 

...  31 

6 

1470 

4 

7 

H73 

4 

8 

2722 

9 

9 

2063 

6 

Totals 

29990 

96 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  sleeping  accommodation  for  96 
persons,  and  in  addition  a  day  room  of  9419  cubic  feet  capacity. 

The  present  state  of  the  law  requires  a  thorough  cleansing  and 
limewashing  of  common  lodging  houses  twice  in  each  year,  and  this 
work  is  generally  done  without  pressure  from  this  department.  On 
the  whole,  the  premises  are  kept  in  a  clean  and  orderly  state,  and  no 
complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year.  Prior  to  the  passing 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act  1907,  keepers  were 
registered  without  limit  of  time,  but  12  months  is  the  maximum 
period  under  the  1907  statute.  The  provision  is  useful,  and  an 
incentive  to  keepers  to  maintain  their  premises  in  good  condition. 


COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF 
HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  public  health 
work,  and  must  have  regular  and  close  attention  if  nuisances  are  to 
be  avoided.  Some  services  may  be  postponed  temporarily,  but 
unless  house  refuse  and  nightsoil  collection  take  precedence  over 
other  work,  serious  trouble  is  inevitable. 
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The  nature  of  the  work,  however,  is,  in  Ramsbottom  as  in  many 
other  towns,  undergoing  a  change  for  the  better.  Midden  privies 
and  pail  closets  are  being  abolished  and  replaced  by  water  closets. 
Ashpits  also  are  being  reduced  in  numbers  and  ashbins  with  close 
fitting  lids  supplied.  In  the  old  system  house  refuse  remains  in 
ashpits  for  more  or  less  long  periods  varying  from  two  weeks  up¬ 
wards,  and  during  summer  months  such  places  are  excellent  breed¬ 
ing  ground  for  flies,  as  well  as  sources  of  nuisances  from  many 
points  of  view.  Ashbins  are  emptied  weekly  and  in  such  a  short 
time  refuse  has  not  the  chance  to  putrefy,  neither  have  the  eggs  of 
flies  (if  by  chance  they  reach  the  bins)  time  to  hatch  out,  a  fortnight 
being  the  period  for  such  development.  The  change  is  all  to  the 
good,  and  the  practice  of  wheeling  refuse  from  back  yards  on  to  the 
road  surface  to  await  removal  to  the  destructor  is  not  now  much  in 
evidence,  neither  is  the  work  from  the  labourer  and  carter’s  point  of 
view  so  objectionable  as  formerly. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  occupies  roughly  the  whole  time 
of  three  horses  and  carts  and  six  men,  independent  of  the  Summer- 
seat  scavenging,  where  one  horse  and  cart  and  two  men  are  engaged 
for  two  days  each  week.  Nightsoil  collection  in  Central,  East  and 
West  Wards  is  carried  out  at  night. 

The  method  of  disposal  is  by  destructor  except  in  Edenfield  and 
Summerseat,  where  tips  are  still  used.  The  tips,  however,  have  not, 
to  my  knowledge,  given  cause  for  complaints.  Undoubtedly  des¬ 
truction  by  fire  is  the  most  hygienic  method  of  refuse  disposal,  and 
although  claims  are  made  in  some  towns  in  favour  of  the  salvage 
system  (taking  out  saleable  materials),  from  a  public  health  point  of 
view  the  method  has  no  merits. 

The  following  tables  show  details  of  (i)  Collection  and  (2) 
Disposal. 
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HOUSE  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


Month 

Ashpits 

Loads 

Ashbins 

Closet 

Recept¬ 

acles 

Cess¬ 

pools 

Bar¬ 

rels 

January 

353 

332 

O 

t— < 

CO 

3I50 

3 

68 

February  ... 

283 

302 

3856 

2520 

4 

58 

March 

325 

318 

3946 

2505 

16 

56 

April 

3°9 

359 

4863 

3016 

8 

67 

May 

290 

306 

4228 

2024 

4 

47 

June 

249 

253 

4012 

2500 

8 

56 

July 

376 

361 

5015 

3125 

3 

67 

August 

271 

236 

4012 

2500 

3 

63 

September... 

270 

269 

4012 

2500 

8 

54 

October 

275 

3i5 

5OI5 

3I25 

4 

67 

November ... 

261 

265 

4012 

2500 

1 

55 

December ... 

320 

336 

5015 

3I25 

5 

68 

Totals 

3582 

3652 

52796 

32590 

67 

726 

1924  Totals 

3828 

3664 

48744 

32377 

76 

710 

Increase 

Decrease 

300 

12 

4052 

213 

9 

16 
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DETAILS  OF  DISPOSAL. 


Month 

Ewonrt 
Destructor  Bridge 

Miller 

Street 

Others 

Totals 

January 

229 

49 

54 

332 

February 

191 

49 

62 

302 

March 

219 

4* 

58 

3lS 

April 

170 

41 

148 

359 

May 

199 

33 

74 

306 

June 

J75 

33 

45 

253 

July 

254 

45 

62 

361 

August 

148 

39 

49 

236 

September  ... 

188 

32 

49 

269 

October 

205 

40 

70 

3*5 

November  ... 

172 

42 

5i 

265 

December  ... 

235 

44 

57 

336 

Totals 

23g5 

488 

779 

3652 

1924  Totals... 

2028 

493 

ii43 

3664 

Increase 

Decrease 

357 

•  5 

364 

12 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 
December  31st,  1925. 


Details  given  below  are  of  the  various  types  of  conveniences 
and  ashes  receptacles,  but  although  an  effort  is  made  to  keep  correct 
records,  the  numbers  should  be  taken  as  approximate. 


Middens 

Closets  attached  to  Middens 
Pail  Closets 

Dry  Ashpits  (excluding  middens) 
Fresh  Water  Closets 
Waste  Water  Closets 
Ashbins 


117 

254 

549 


854 
1 773 
1438 
1626 


THE  SMOKE  PROBLEM. 


It  is  the  duty  of  Local  Authorities  to  utilise  the  powers  given 
in  Section  91  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1875  (or  other  powers)  to 
remedy  as  far  as  possible  the  nuisance  created  by  black  smoke. 
The.  clause  deals  with  black  smoke  only,  and  any  chimney  (not 
being  that  of  a  dwelling-house).  Factory  chimneys  are  undoubtedly 
the  chief  offenders,  but  house  chimneys  are  not  by  any  means 
blameless.  It  has  been  estimated  that  fifty  house  chimneys  are 
equal  to  one  factory  chimney  in  the  amount  of  smoke  emitted.  The 
question,  therefore,  is  undoubtedly  a  problem,  for  the  kitchen  grate 
in  England  has  established  itself  so  firmly  that  its  abolition  can 
scarcely  be  thought  of. 

In  regard  to  factories,  cheap  electricity  would  probably  go  far 
towards  a  solution  of  the  smoke  problem,  and  smokeless  fuel,  both 
for  household  and  factory,  is  long  overdue.  Smoke  consists  of 
molecules  of  carbon  and  a  tarry  substance,  both  products  of  incom¬ 
plete  combustion,  and  their  harmful  influence  on  public  health 
cannot  be  ignored.  Smoke  also  deprives  us  of  much  sunlight, 
which  we  can  ill  afford  to  miss. 
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During  the  year,  25  observations  have  been  taken,  of  which 
one  showed  an  excess  of  the  limit  of  black  smoke,  viz. :  12  minutes. 
In  tli i s  case,  mechanical  stokers  were  already  installed,  and  it  was 
only  after  a  careful  search  for  a  suitable  coal  and  by  carefully 
observing  the  results,  that  the  nuisance  was  abated.  1  he  subjoined 
particulais  give  numbers  of  observations  taken,  together  with  other 
data,  for  the  years  1921  — 1925. 


Number 

Total 

Average  No. 

No.  of 

showing 

Number 

minutes 

of  minutes  of 

Year 

Observa¬ 

moderate 

showing 

of 

Black  Smoke 

tions 

smoke 

Black 

Black 

per  hour's 

taken 

or  none 

Smoke 

Smoke 

observation 

1925 

25 

12 

*3 

74i 

2-gS 

1924 

43 

12 

3 1 

i6i?| 

376 

1923 

27 

7 

20 

120I 

4‘45 

1922 

1921 

9 

2 

7 

33t 

375 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT  1919. 


The  above  act  makes  it  an  offence  where  owners  knowingly 
suffer  their  lands  or  premises  to  be  infected  with  rats  without  taking 
steps  to  destroy  them. 

In  November  of  each  year,  as  a  reminder  of  their  duties,  Mill 
owners,  farmers,  butchers,  owners  of  Offensive  Trade  Premises  and 
any  others  likely  to  be  interested,  are  circularised  with  a  view  to  a 
united  effort  being  made  to  destroy  rats.  Advice  is  given  on  the 
circular  and  a  number  of  recipes  of  rat  poisons  shown. 

It  has  become  necessary  at  times  to  deal  with  the  Council’s 
refuse  tips,  and  certain  poisons  have  proved  very  effective. 


56 


In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  the  workmen  and  foremen  of  my 
department  for  their  efforts  in  keeping  the  various  services  efficient, 
and  I  trust  that  the  results  of  our  joint  endeavours  have  reached 
that  standard  of  efficiency  satisfactory  to  yourselves  and  the  public 
whom  we  serve. 


I  am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  SHAW. 


